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THE LEGISLATURE

The legislature that met today will have
much Important business to consider.
That being the case It would have been
ridiculous for the Republican and Demo-
cratic senators to get into a row over "pa-
tronage.”™ The people of Indiana are not
interested In the slightest degree in the
appointment of doorkeepers, and other
employes. It Is good to know, therefore,
that an unseemly wrangle over these
places Is likely to he avoided. It is to be
noted further —and with thankfulness —
that the house is proposing to limit the
number of ite employe* to thirty-nine, a
resolution to that effect having been
adopted by the Republican caucus. This
is less than half the number employed at
the last two sessions, i

As there Is so muchito do— or at least
to try to do—It is well that business
should not be blocked by a quarrel over
patronage. It Is well, too, that the most
cordial relations should exist between
Republicans and Democrats, and that
mere partisan legislation or partisan op-
position should be avoided. Otherwise
there Is likely to tKLa deadlock that will
prevent any action. For though the Re-
publicans control the house, the senate
Is evenly divided between the two parties,
the vote of the Republican Lleutenant-
-Governor being necessary to break the
tie.

Business of the greatest importance will
come before the legislature. It will be
asked to call a constitutional convention,
enact a prohibition statute, grant suffrage
*to women, reform our system of taxation,
adopt a budget system, and create a htate
highway department. There are many
otyier matters, some of them only less Im-
portant than those mentioned, that will
be presented to the legislature. Much,
of course, depends on the leadership.
Lieutenant-Governor Bush has already
Indicated that he will not allow the work
of the senate'to be Interfered with by the
intrusion of outsiders which has, of late
years, been such a scandal. Much will be
expected from Senator Robinson, Repub-
lican floor leader, who has proved himself
a fearless and effective legislator. Jesse
Eschbach, who was unanimously chosen
by the Republican caucus as Speaker of
tbs house, is a man of legislative experi-
ence, and of character and ability. Th*
Democrats, too, hava been fortunate tn
selecting Mr. Cravens as floor leader In
the house. If the right spirit prevails this
legislature can render great service to
tho people of Indiana

THE PERMUTEST MAX SHARK
From time to time there have been In-
dications that Indianapolis was not free
from the loan shark evil. Since the pas-
sage of the state chattel loan law and
th* organisation of the Public Welfare
Loan Association ,'.buses have not been so
common, but it appears that some petty
Under*! are able both to survive com-
petition of the association and to evade
the law. Legally, the small lender can
not charge more than 2 per cent, a month,
or 24 per cent, a year, on chattel loans.
But he Oun also charge a 3 per cent, fee
for renewal, and tbta charge Is used to
mulct small borrowers.

According to Information received by
Thomas D. Stevenson, deputy prosecut-
ing attomej. it Is a common practice of
lendera to lead a borrower to think that
he Is making a loan for six months
whereas the loan Is renewed every month
at a cost of 3 per cent, on the unpaid
balance. This makes an additional re-
turn to the lender and its effect is td
force the payment of a rate of Interest
higher than the law permits It was
obviously not th* intention of the law,
in providing a 3 per cent, charge for re-
newals, that the loan be renewed every
month. Th* charge was intended to re-
imburse the companies for the expense
and trouble connected with renewals re-
quested by borrowers at the end of nor-
mal loan periods. In a decision several
months ago, Special Judge Spahr. sitting
in the Marlon county circuit court, held
that these renewal charges were illegal
A grand Jury inveatlgaUon is promised.

The loan shark laws need etrengthen-
Ing. The grasping—and entithes cheat-
ing P«tty money lender has been the
source of a great deal of annoyance in
the past and every effort should be made
to prevent hl« returning to th# practice*
which a few year* ago put th* whole
chattel loan business In bad odor.

THE MALIGNED MOTHER1X-LAW
Statistics compiled by the domestic re-
lation# court of Chicago afford convinc-
ing proof that the mother-in-law, in Chi-
cago at least, contributes only a small
a negligible, part la domeaUo Infelicity
Only 1 per cent, of all the disputes aired
tn the court could be traced to either the
Influence or the Interference of the
mother-in-law. No doubt, what is true
tn Chicago is true elsewhere. Mothers-
In-law have long been maligned.

The records from which the statistics
were assembled by th* Chicago experts
aic probably replete with Incidents to
show that, instead of causing or precipi-
tating disputes between husband and
wifa, mothers-in-law did all In their pow-
er to prevent disagreement and separa-

tion. That, of course, Is not th* role they
play according to comedians, Jokesters
and some writers of Action. Quite the

contrary. The mother-in-law of the comic
weekly and the musical comedy and of
not a few novels is a maker of trouble.
If she is the wife's mother, the trouble
she makes Is for the consumption of the
husband; If she Is the husband's mother,
the trouble then falls weightily on the
shoulders of the wife.

And this Action about the mother-in-
law, old as It la. still produces merri-
ment It is. as stage folk are wont to
eay, “good for a laugh.” But most of us

laugh, not because the quip Is true to
life, but because It i* ridlctUously untrue
to life. And the mothers-*n-law laugh
with us. In recent years, though, even
th« absurdity ban ceased to provoke the
mirth it once aroused. It has gone stale.
Profeeslonal humorists, by solemn agree-
ment, have banned th# mother-in-law
Joke. The stage is slowly eliminating it
and fiction is inclined nowadays to pre-
sent the mother-in-law in her true light.
The change Is refreshing. Incidentally,
it is to be remarked that it was not
brought about by any complaint on the
part of the mothers-in-law. For genera-
tions they have endured the misreprei
aentation without a murmur of complaint.
Not a single protest has issued from
them. They have smiled at the jokes and
paid them no heed. Because of their pa-
tience and because of the beneficent part
they have played the world over in
smoothing out the matrimonial difficulties
of young married couples, the New York
Sun thinks they “deserve a monument
and a day.” Perhaps they do, but the
new attitude toward them may serve to
some extent as a grateful substitute for
both.

THE STATE FAIR

Th# state fair is really the important
business of the state board of agricul-
ture, as viewed by the people, and as the
fair is managed openly and with the ap-
proval of exhibitors and visitors, or in
defiance of appearances, the board must
stand or fall. In this case it was plain,
after the manner in which concessions
were handled last year, that the board, or
those to whom Its policies were intrusted,
needed a reminder that the state fair is
not a private enterprise conducted with
regard only for the opinions of a few,
but a state Institution.

Under the old board much good has
been accomplished in building up interest
in the fair. The retiring secretary, Mr.
Downing, has in many respects proved
his worth as a promoter of the kind of
fair which attracts visitors. He erred
In making the fair too much a state
board of agriculture show. His handling
of the concessions last fall may have
been-for the best Interests of the people
who really make the state fair possible,
but it did not appear so. There was too
much statehouse influence at work,
and not enough respect for the rights of
the people «adio support the fair. This
does not mean that the concession prob-
lem is to be dismissed without consider-
ation. The new secretaries will have
their hands full, but It is to be presumed
that they will profit by the experience of
the old managers in defying public
opinion.

Behind the contest which distinguished
the meeting of the new board yesterday
is the circumstance that Indiana has a
state fair because the people want it. It
is not the product of manufactured sen-
timent, nor is It run for the benefit of
those‘who can make money by charging
high prices for food and amusement It
is merely the expression of the desire of
certain exhibitors to show their wares
to advantage, and of the desire of a
large number of persons to see these
wares together. The whole effort of the
board should be to bring the exhibitor
and spectator together under the most
favorable circumstances. Any deviation
from this policy tends toward the exploi-
tation of one party or the other, and
when this happens It is time to get back
to fundamentals. It may well be worth
while for the board to consider the sug-
gestion of~ its new president that the
scope of the state fair be extended and

that it afford opportunity at the fair
ground for an all-year educational
exhibit

IMPORTING TREE PESTS

Not In the Interest of a protective tariff,
but for the safety of our fruit trees, it
looks as if the United States must
eventually shut off the importation of
nursery stock. We have brought into this
country many valuable varieties of fruit
from Europe' and the orient. But there Is
not much of this that cart not be propa-
gated in the United States. In bringing
in nursery stock we have also brought
In many destructive diseases. It Is esti-
mated that 60 per cent of the pests that
must now be fought In the orchards and
nurseries were Imported with the tree
stock. State Inspection is not sufficient to
protect the fruit grower against these
pests. Many trees with earth about their
roots are brought to this country. In
this earth the root diseases may be Im-
ported; or there may be insects in the
pupa statfe It Is practically Impossible
for the Inspector to discover pests thus
concealed. Some states have already
placed a bar against foreign importations,
particularly to nurseries. But this Is not
protection, because there may be re-
shlpment from some other state, and
often there sire importations direct to in-
dividuals and not through nurseries.

It may be argued that there are valu-
able trees and fruits, which should be
cultivated in this country, that have not
yet been introduced. For these doubtless
provision could be made, by federal en-
actment, Many nurserymen have already
mbecome converts to the theory that the
only remedy lies in federal legislation
and the practical exclusion of foreign
trees except where they may be absolute-
ly examined, root and branch, propagated
and observed before distribution. Some
of the diseases like the whit* pine blister,
which is threatening vast areas, do not
develop the first year.

The subject is not without its difficul-
ties, but it is attracting the attention of
the entomologist* and horticulturists and
has been made a topic for discussion un-
der the title. “Stopping Importation of
Tree and Plant Pests,” at the interna-
tional forestry conference to be held In
Washington. January 18 and 19. The
Indiana department of entomology has
been awake t* the difficulty of protect-
ing nurseries and orchards from imported
diseases, and reports that ther® is a
growing sentiment in this state "even
among the nurserymen favorable to a
general quarantine.

TURRETS NEW STATUS

The Turkish declaration of independence
of the collective suxerainty of Great Brit-
ain. Prance, Italy, Russia, Germany and
Austria-Hungary, given to the world In
the form of a note to the German and
Austro-Hungarian governments, means
nothing more than a formal acknowledg-
ment of conditions that have prevailed
since Germany began the exploitation of
Turkey. The Ottoman empire formally re-
pudiates the treaty of Paris of 1856 and
the treaty of Berlin of 1873. Those treaties
were never held In high regard, either by

e Turks or by the principal European

[rers. They were expedients for giving
Turkey an opportunity to contemplate

THE

the advantages of making herself over
on the European plan of civilisation. They
urged her to look westward for lIdeas,
but she kept her face to the east.

Conspicuous by its absence is any vUr-
ence to Germany’s part In denouncitig the
treaties. Great Britain is ccfridemned for
taking Egypt, France Is condemned for
forcing the Turks to give some measure
of self-government to certain dependen-
cies, Italy is blamed for an unjust war on
Turkey as a means of furthering her In-
terests In North Africa and Russia is
denounced for her designs upon Turkish
territory. No mention Is made of Ger-
many's attitude In regard to Persia and
all of the country which lies between It
and Berlin. The most arrogant reference
in the note is Turkey's declaration that
having become the ally of Germany and
Austria-Hungary she has achieved the
standing of a great power and wishes to
be recognized as such.

The communication appears to have
been written or inspired in Berlin for
its effect on the Turkish soldiers and for
whatever it may be worth when the time
comes for making peace. The German
foreign office can hitrdly expect the neu-
tral countries jto recognize the new' status
of Turkey. Before the civilized world,
Turkey stands today about where she
stood twenty years ago. Her standards
are different, and even the atrocities in
the west of Europe have not mitigated
the Turkish crimes in Armenia and the
provinces in western Asia. In short, Ger-
many has merely added to the entente
reasons for continuing the war. That the
note bears a Turkish signature does not
absolve her ally. Since Germany was able
to stop it, she is responsible for send-
ing It

SENATOR LODGE'S SPEECH
We~ think that Senator Lodge is quite
right In opposing the Hitchcock resolu-
tion, at least for the present, Indorsing
the President’s action in sending his* re-
cent notes. It was maintained by Sector
Hitchcock that all that the senate was
asked to do was to approve the request
of the President that the belligerents
state their terms of peace. One. has only
to read the resolution to see that it goes
much further. Here it is:

The senate approves and strong!lin-
dorses the action taken by the Phesident
in sending the diplomatic notes of Decem-
ber 18 to the nations now engaged in hvar,
suggesting and recommending that Uiose
nations state the terms upon which j»ace
might be discussed. 4

This involves, certainly by inference, an
approval of the notes In their entlfety,
including the pledge that we shou)™ be
ready to become a party to some combi-
nation of powers to prevent war in the
future. It is not necessary now to dis-
cuss that question, though it will bear a
good deal of discussion. All that Is neces-
sary is to Insist that the senate should
not even seem to lend support to such
a policy until It knows exactly what It is
doing.

For it involves a grave departure from
American traditions. Senator Lodge said:

This resolution Is not a general reso-
lution in regard to peace. It does not
simply say that in the interest of human-
ity the United States hopes peace *oon
will be reached and this desolating war
brought to an early end. Whether such an
expression by congress would have any
effect or not we are not here to discuss.
That certainly expresses a sentiment that
must be appreciated by everybody with
any feeling for humanity. It commits the
senate, to most absolute approval and In-
dorsement of the note of the President.

The opposition of the Massachusetts
senator is, in no sense partisan. The
truth is that there is even yet serious
doubt as to just what the notes mean.
Secretary Lansing has said that neither
he nor the President regarded them as
peace notes. The German ambassador, as
Senator Lodge said yesterday, interpreted
thegn as having a relation to Germany's
peace offer, though the administration —
and Senator Lodge fully accepts its vie\4d
— says that it wlas in no way associated
with that offer, much less prompted -by
it. But there have undoubtedly been vai-
rious interpretations. There is no burry
about it. The senate can well afford to
wait fer developments. A refusal to In-
dorse at the present time could not be
construed as censure, or, If it could, the
fault would be with those who unwisely
precipitated the discussion. “If," said
Senator Lodge, “misinterpretation of* the
note is so general, then we are in dai%er,
when, without abatement or modification,
we adopt that note, of saying to the whole
world that the senate or congress are
ranging themselves on the side of one bel-
ligerent in bringing about peace.” It
would be much wiser for the senate, at
the present time, to maintain an attitude
of detachment, in order that it may be
possible for It, when the time comes, to
deal with the great Issues that may be
presented In an Impartial and unimpas-
sioned way.

WAR BUSINESS

A review of the foreign business of the
United States for 1916 indicates that the
prospect as determined by the volume in
1915 and the anticipation that the war
would extend into 1917 has been more than
fulfilled. What the business will be In
1917 is dependent almost entirely upon the
war. How, with the war continuing into
1918, the foreign business for 1917 can
equal that of 1916, Is hard to imagine, yet
after the record of 1916, no reasonable
prediction based on the continuance of
the war, can be disproved. During 1916
this country achieved — or. rather, had
thrust upon it—an unprecedented bal-
ance of trade. In 1912, its exports amount-
ed to 32,299.217,993, and its balance of trade
—the excess of exports over imports —
was 3581,144,938; In 1913, the figures were
32.484,018,292 and *691.421.812; In 1914, they
fell off to 32,113,624,050 and 3324,348.049; in
1915, they were 33,554,670,847 and 31,776,074,152.
and last year they were 35460,000,000 and
33,100,000,000. Since the war began in
August, 1914. the excess of exports over im-
ports amounts to 352004222111, It is this
volume of business which has given to
the United States a corner on the gold
supply and, for the time being at least,
madte the dollar the standard In many for-
eign countries where before the war the
British pound was the standard.

Considered as trade built upon superior
manufacturing and marketing ability,
these figures would indicate that the
United States had all but pre-empted the
business of the world. Considered in the
light of the European war, however, they
tell an entirely different story. The fact
is that more than 90 per cent, of this in-
crease in foreign business is in supplies
directly or indirectly required by foreign
powers In their present business of mak-
ing war. In other words, when they are
through making war, they will have no
use for goods upon which the export pros-
perity—and hence to a large extent the
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domestic prosperity — of the United State*
is at this time dcpendfnt- From August
1. 1914. to November 1. 1916. -the United
States exported g>ods valued at about
$8,292,600,000. Of this amount. 3166.400,000
w-as in ammunitlo:i and firearms, which
before the war foreign countries bought
of the United Stales in negligible quan-
tities. During the fiscal year ending June
30, 1914, the United' States sold to foreign
countries wool and manufactures of wool
valued at 34,790.087; during the first
twenty-seven months of the w-ar. the ne-
cessity for unlformfi created a demand for
w'ool wearing apparel and other wool
manufactures whicfi this country supplied
to the value of $80,500,000. During the fis-
cal year ending Jijne 30, 1914, the United
States exported brass and brass manu-
factures valued at 37,472,476, during the
first twenty-seven moldiths of the war Its
exports of brass artd brass manufactures
were valued at 3286.400,000. In the same
period Its automobile exports Jumped
from 333,000,000 to 3108,500,000. Before the
war few horses and mules were exported
from the country; during the first twenty-
seven months of the war horses and
mules to the value of 3200.400,000 were ex-
ported

These large figures mean large profits,
war profits which when the war is over
will leave the United States with a large
capacity for supplying a foreign war
market and no foreign war market to go
to. But many of the manufactured arti-
cles for which a large war market has
lately developed can be sold in times of
peace to other countries. As yet the
American manufacturer and exporter has
done little more than contemplate the
possibilities In Squth America. Great
Britain is busy wit"i the war, but she can
spare time to launjch a campaign for the
South American trade which Germany
was compelled to abandon for the time.
Japan is doing for Russia almost what
the United States Is doing for Great
Britain and France, yet she can spare
time and money to compete with Great
Britain for the German market in South
America. The danger of allowing imme-
diate profits to obscure the really sub-
stantial export future of the United
States, Is, In short, no less than It was
a year ago. Some headway is being made,
but as far as the United States is con-
cerned, South America, . its legitimate
field for trade expansion, is almost
Ignored.

Resolutions recently adopted by the In-
diana State Chamber of Commerce favor-
ing the adoption of a budget system ajid
the creation of a highway department
demand consideration by the legislature.
The budget system is recognized as the
most efficient and economical method of
handling public finances, and there is no
reason why it shquld not be applied to
expenditures by th'e state. There is
“pork™ in th# legislature as there Is in
congress. Every session brings forth
bills that are chiefly of Interest to one
senator’s or representative’s district, and
of questionable value, or none, to the
rest of the state. A budget system should
reduce such bills, end the appropriations
usually involved lit them, to a minimum,
and should work other economies that
follow the substitution of order and
method for confusion.

~If the senate feels that It must pass a
peace resolution, perhaps that offered by
Senator Gallinger would be the most dis-
creet. It Is wholly colorless, means
nothing in particular, and could have
been passed by any neutral body at any
time since the war began without ruf-
fling anybody's feelings or committing
anybody in the slightest degree to any-
thing.

More work!  N<pw we’ve got to look
out for a counterfplt 310 gold certificate.
And we’ll tend to that little chore, too. If
we’re wise — and have occasion to.

Eggs have now reached the point where
the plain people are face to face with the
choice between eggs for breakfast and a
pleasant hour at tl$e movies.

"RTiat Colonel Huffman can’'t under-
stand is why he Is not so legislatively
popular as he so richly deserves to be
by reason of his record.

One Judges from the reports that some
of the patrons feel that It Is sheer flattery
to call it “service™ bn the Lexington ave-
nue street car line.

A creditor nation can not always be a
mere sucker. — National City Bank of
New York circular.

.Certainly not! And It doesn’t need to
be, either. There must be plenty of
others, when it is [Well known that one
Is born every minute.

The man who marked a box of guns
“candy machinery” and tried to send it
to Mexico might have had better luck If
he had marked it “Infernal machinery”

The Culver black horse troop Is to es-
cort Vice-President Marshall In the In-
augural parade, but In numbers It won’t
begin to compare with the spectators who
have ambitions In tfie dark horse line.

The new half dollars came out a little
late to be good for a dozen strictly fresh

eggs

was traced to an overheated furnace, but
there is no explanation of how one man
got hold of enough coal to overheat a
furnace. o i

The Russian monk Rasputin is rapidly

acquiring a place among the much-
killed alongside Pancho Villa and the
German crown prince.

For the first time in the history of the
senate the privileges of the floor have
been granted to a woman, and she Is
not to run the vaejuum sweeper, either.

The Indiana battalion of field artillery
had the best camp in Its district along
the border, — Report of the chief of the
militia division of the war department

And everybody knows only a good sol-
dier can make a good camp.

The President favors a “reasonable”
rivers and harbors bill; but is there any
such animal?__

Let Professor Taft cheer up. Not all
of us have been rpade extravagant by
war prosperity — thbugh we'd like to be
if circumstances permitted.

Well, anyhow, thftt Mextcan-American
commission accomplished as much as
most people thought that It would — and
no more. Do

I 1T —

1 doubt If the members know much
more about the subject when the [rail-
road] hearings are "over than they do
now. — Representative Adamson.

And that wouldn’t violate many prece-
dents, either.

Colonel House is hack on his unofficial
Job at Washington, and now maybe some-
thing else will happen.

Tough times in Tennessee! The L. & N.
has shut down on passes for the legisla-
tors. Week-ends at; home will be scarcer.

It begins to look as if th* government
information leak would be found hiding
with the reason for the high of coal

COTTON GOODS CENTERS

The steadily increasing output of cotton
goods from mills In the southern states
has given rise to the question whether
in time some of the great New England
manufacturing centers will pass away, as
a result of Inability to compete. Burn a
time, if it ever comes. Is a long way Off,
according to views of a New York man
well Informed in the cotton goods trade
ns reported in the New York TIimea
While the southern mills are strong com-
petitors in some of the staple products,
he says, they are not serious rivals of
the fine goods mills of New Bedford or of
the colored cottons manufacture now
centered In Lowell.

As to which is the more desirable loca-
tion for a mill, from a manufacturing
viewpoint, there is something to be said
against each part of the country, with
less, possibly against the south, the New
Yorker says. Union labor Is a negligible
quantity in the south and wages ar*
somewhat lower, though they are getting
closer to the northern scale. Mills In
Use more Isolated districts, where they
offer about the only employment to be
had, have an advantage. In many cases,
however, the lower wage Is made .up for
In other ways, especially in welfare
work that is not often seen among the
northern mills. Labor laws in the south
are less stringent than in the north, and
In most communities there are not the
same restrictions on child labor, but legis-
lation is gradually reducing the difference
In this respect. For a long time the
southern mills had the disadvantage of
Inefficient workers, but comparative con-
ditions are changing, with the south
gaining in efficiency and the north losing
the efficient French-Canadlan type of
workers which is being replaced by Slavs,
Poles and other European labor.

To the unltiated it might seem that the
mill in the south has all the best of it
in regard to getting cotton supplies. This
is not strictiy true, however. The mill
so situated that it can use “local” cotton
has everything its own way if nothing
happens to the crop, with little cost of
transportation. On the other hand, the
mill in the noncotton-producing parts of
the Carolinas, for instance, Is worse off
than the mill In Fall River. The actual
transit cost Is smaller to the latter, in
spite of the longer distance traversed,
for cotton can be sent from Texas to
Fall River by water while It goes from
Georgia and Alabama to the Carolinas by
rail. New England's abundant water
power is an advantage over the south
and the mills of the north have a great
advantage, too, when it comes to shipping
out the woven goods to purchasers.

BUYING AN AUTO

[Le Cri de Pari*]

Madame B., wifa of a captain who 1* at
the front, decided to eell her auto, a* ehe had
no ua® for it *ince the departure of her hus-
band.

She wa* viaited by a couple of newly rich.
The huaband wa* a wharf porter who had
amassed some fortune by carrying on hi*
shoulder* the luggage of our friend*, the
English. Th* wifa who had shared hla bad
fortune for many daya, now shared hi* good
luck.

““Before looking at your auto,” the aald to
Madame B., "tell me if there la a clock and
a flower holder in it?"

“Yea, madame.”

"That’s good. If there’s a clock and a flower
holder we’ll do some business.”

Madame B. conducted them to the garage.
The wife of the cl-devant wharf porter opened
the doors of the auto, blew her breath on the
brasawork. rubbed them with her sleeve and,
addressing the servant who had come with
her, said: "Dost thou se®, Joseph, all this
brass? Thou wilt have to shine ’er up every
morning.”

“Naw, only sometimes. Thou'lt hear me."

She remarked that the pneumatic wheels
were flattened. Joseph  wished to blow
them up.

"No, no, Joseph,”
at me. I'm too fat.
always blow up the pneus.
wind out of me.”

She turned up her petticoat, put back her
sleeves and took hold of the air pump.

When she had finished her work she said:

said his mistress, “‘look
| must get thinner. I'll
That’ll take the

"This auto pleases me. How much?"
“Twenty thousand franca”
Then to her husband: “Pay it, Victor.*

And Victor pulled out the twenty notes. The
buyer said: “Now, we’ll take it."

“Perhaps,” said Madame B., “you had better
try it to see if the motor is In order. We
have not run it much for more than two
years."

“Oh, no use! Joseph, fill the reservoir and
we’ll go. Today Is Sunday. | want to get
back to the city In the auto before night-
Joseph, let down the top so that everybody
will see us."

Waste of Garden Stuff

[Letter to New York Sun]

Two factors In the high cost of fruit and
vegetables have received but little notice from
the consuming public. | refer to th* queetlons
of grading fruit and vegetable* and the licens-
ing, of hucksters.

Fruit and vegetables are graded by selecting
the finest specimens, and then they are sold at
a price to cover the entire crop, while the
greater portion produced Is wasted. We pay
as much for a dozen apples as half a bushel of
wholesome cooking apples should cost. If
fruit anrt vegetables were sorted sufficiently to
cull out the partly decayed and badly bruised
portion, these to be sold as such, a vast
amount of stuff would come on the market at
a moderate price, and at the same time fancy
fruit could be sold by the dozen to those In
quest of that grade.

Nearly all cities issu® hucksters' licenses,
and the huckster, by working in unison with
the storekeepers, create a monopoly inside the
city limits. The producer is kept from access
to the city with his load of fruit and vege-
table* unless he takes out a license, and this
would not be profitable to the average pro-
ducer. The result is to allow the hucksters
and other dealers to exact from the consumer
as high a price as possible and at the same
time set the price to the producer. Public
markets should be provided in cities and the
privileges of the market limited to th* pro-
ducer only.

Inner Tubes of Rubber Sponge
[Chemical Engineering]

F6r some time, the brains and time of many
men have been occupied In a search for a
substitute or modification of the pneumatic
tire for automobiles. We have seen about
everything from metal springs to tires made
with the regular tire casing but containing a
solid block of gum used as a bumper. The
season of tire filler* occupies now only a
page In the history of thi* search. Spring*
have b®«n- discarded because of their slowness
to respond, and It has been decided by the
great majority of automobile owners that noth-
ing rides as easy as air. and rather than us*
tire fillers they would substitute solid tires
and have done with It.

The latest and insist promising substitute
for the air filler i» rubber sponge, which ful-
fills all the conditions necessary for a success-
ful tire filler.

Recently, tires filled with thi* material were
driven L&0O miles with an average speed of
thirty-five mile* an hour without any ap-
parent deterioration of th® filling material.

Warning About Water Pipes
[Engineering Record]

Now 1* the time that fires ere caused by
householder* attempting to thaw eut service
pipe® by burning oil-soaked rags and ual g
other ill-advisei method* In which an o en
Ram® Is used. The proper way for the house-
holder to restore an ice-dogged pipe to serv-
ice -is to wrap it wsth cloth and pour hot * ater
upon it, or, if the freezing is too severe to
yield to this treatment, the best plan is to
send for a plumber. Apparently this is a
minor detail, but attention to it may present
needles* fir* losses nuuuu late thousand* of
dollar*.

1917.

ALCOHOL IN RUSSIA

Various phases of th* remarkable ef-
fects of the sudden prohibition of the sale
of vodka in Russia are set forth in the
Atlantic Monthly, by Robert P. Blake, an
American historian who has been living
in Russia several years, studying the
country. The widespread prevalence of
drunkenness due to th* cheapness of this
alcoholic drink, and its rotting effect on
the moral fiber were obvious to even su-
perficial observation, Mr. Blake, like
others, tells of the almost magical
changes accompanying the prohibition de-
cree at the outbreak of the war—the dis-
appearance of drunkenness, the Increased
savings, and the financial strengthening,
rather than the weakening of the govern-
ment, that might have been expected
from the loss of the vodka revenue. How-
ever. part of the earlier changes he at-
tributes to the excitement attending the
early days of the war. As time has passed
there has been a return by devious ways
to old bad habits on the part of many
drinkers, particularly those of the cities
where the possibilities of getting substi-
tutes for vodka are greater. This has led
to a division of opinion about prohibition,
much like the division that exists In
America. Some people look at the evil
effects of the substitutes, and pronounce
an unfavorable verdict. Others, whom Mr.
Blake regards as the far-seeing ones, con-
sider the benefits which the abstention
has conferred upon the lower classes, and
the rise In economic prosperity which has
resulted from It. Among the peasants,
where the chances of obtaining substi-
tutes are less favorable than In the cities,
the good effects of prohibition are clear.
The peasant realizes the advantages of
prohibition perfectly well, even if he has
been a heavy drinker, and the peasant
woman in particular prays that the vodka
shop will never be opened again.

The three substitutes for vodka that are
most widely used in Russia, Mr. Blake
says, are eau de cologne, furniture polish
and denatured alcohol. Cologne Is not
very popular. It is very expensive, just
now, and no matter what flavoring ex-
tracts are added to It, it is impossible to
disguise the taste of the perfume. Furni-
ture polish Is more popular, but is much
harder to obtain. It is impossible to buy
it at present unless one presents a war-
rant from the police, stating that the buy-
er really Is a cabinet maker or a carpen-
ter. The polish is distilled so as to sep-
arate the alcohol; sometimes it is merely
stirred with a flat stick until the shellac
adheres to the latter. Far more widely
used, and far more deleterious in Its ef-
fect is the denatured spirit. This Is not
wood aloohol, but pure spirit (95 per cent,
proof), with an admixture of acteone, ke-
tone. and a dash of dye. The admixture
amounts to about 5 per cent, of the fluid
volume, and Is supposed to make it im-
possible for use for drinking purposes.
The inventive Russian, however, gets
around this very cleverly. Mr. Blake re-
lates an experience on a suburban train
running out of Petrograd one cold night
last December, when a big, sturdy fellow
appeared, bearing In his arms a big bottle
of denaturate. Soldiers In the car In re-
sponse to the flourish with which he put
the bottle In a safe place, asked him how
he could drink such rot. He launched on
a half-hour lecture on the preparation of
the drink. He knew where to get a par-
ticular quality of the denaturate. This,
he said, was filtered through charcoal,
which rempved some of the admixture,
and then it was drunk in the form of a
high ball, with cranberry soda.

"Of course,” he declared, “you can take
too much. Some crazy peasant will
drink a glass of pure denaturate, and—
it's all up with him. Well, one less fool
in the world. But look at me: Two glasses
a day’s my measure. I'm healthy. | make
lots of money now. | spend far less and
feel much better than when | drank
vodka."

“He certainly did look healthy enough,”
comments Mr. Blake, "but whether the
credit was to be given to an unusually
tough constitution, 1 can not undertake
to say. There are many others who are
not so temperate as he. The absorbed at-
tention with which the soldiers listened to
the speaker seemed to show that they
were much impressed.”

BRITISH WAR FORTUNES

War fortunes are being made in Great
Britain, says the Edinburg Scotsman, in
the manufacture of munitions of war, in
shipping, in coal, in many trades that
have been stimulated to unusual energy
and by fishermen—by the few w’ho have
been left to carry on that industry.
Trawler skippers are driving their own
motor cars and their wives and daughters
ride In them clad In costly furs. Potato
growers are gaining great wealth by the
rise in  “spuds.” “A little over two
months ago,” says the Scotsman, “a
South Lincolnshire farmer sold his 1,000
acres of growing potatoes at £40 an acre,
on the assumption that the price would
be 45 a ton. He made a profit of over
£20,000, but the purchaser is In a position
to sell today at double the price he gave,
and to make a profit on the deal of £40,-
000. Imagine £60,000 from 1,000 acres of
potatoes! So much for the romance of
the humble tuber, the staple food of so
many hundreds of thousands of poor peo-
ple, who will soon grimly wonder where
the romance comes in, if today's abnor-
mal prices are not immediately read-
justed, and potato exploiters taught that
there is a limit to profit mongering, even
although the nation is in the throes of a
great war.”

WINTER SUNRISES

We hear little of winter sunrises. In
the first place everybody knows too much
about them. They are the common prop-
erty of most of us and we do not care to
discuss our common property. In the sec-
ond place they are not popular. We
would rather that they were not so com-
mon with ua To be sure we ma/ be com-
pelled to get up before th* sun, and In
that case we are In a mood to welcome
It, but most of us are in the enforced
habit of getting up along with the sun,
and are, consequently, In no mood to
enjoy hi* arrival. The alarm clock re-
peats its self-righteous summons once or
twice before we climb out of bed to stop
its noise and close the windows. There,
beyond the roofs of the houses is the
winter sunrise, and the fact is that If we
were not in such a hurry to get back into
bed to steal four or five minutes of shav-
ing time, we might well admit that the
winter sunrise Is as beautiful as any
summer sunrise we ever got up early to
see.

It may be a sleepy sunrise with clouds
like a heavy eyelid lifting enough for the
sun to peer through with one sullen eye.
It may be a gay and golden sunrise light-
ing a world that is white with newly
fallen snow and playing with strange
colors on roofs and lawns and trees. It
may be a red sunrise, a sunrise In war
paint, that brings to mind the old refrain
of our grandmothers. "Red at night, sail-
ors delight, red at morning, sailors take
warning.” In spits of Its own brilliant
beauty such a sunrise sets you thinking
of great gray seas and ships tormented
by storma A red winter sunrise seems,
somehow, a t.hing of mystery and fear; it
belongs to the night rather than to the
day and it welcomes the smoke of early
fires with which it makes its dress more
somber.

The winter sunrise may be, of course,
just a placid gray and yellow sunrise
with a tint of blue or rose left over from
last summer’s stock and preserved for
special occasions when the sun is in a
humor to be very good and industrious
all day, having been much too gay the
evening before. The winter sunrise is
more human than the summer sunrise,
a lovely detached thing that wakens a
Jworld of birds and plants, but lets the
I'world of people sleep on unmindful of
|its charms. The winter sunrise Is con-
jcemed with people. To be sure, it has
no birds or plants to waken, and waking
folk is a thankless task, but the winter
sunrise goes about it very cheerfully,
taking what pleasure It may In seeing
that we get up In the morning, although
its beauty is unappreciated by a sleepy
world.

ENEMY OF THE PEACH

[Science]

An IneeCt destructive to the peach and kin-
dred fruits, believed to he new in the United
States, has been discovered by entomologists of
the United State* department of agriculture in
the District of Columbia and It* environs. Thi*
insect, which in its adult form Is a brownish
moth and In its larval stage a small whit# and
pink caterpillar, attack* both th# tender shoots
and fruits, causing serious losses.

Because of the habit* of the worm, the usual
control measures, such as spraying with cer-
tain arsenates, will probably not be effective.
The smooth young shoot*, owing to their rapid
growth, are protected by the poison solution for
only a very short time after the spray is ap-
plied, and hence it is almost impossible to
poison them. The entomologists of th# depart-
ment who have been investigating the pest will
continue to study it In the hop* of developing
control measures.

The Insect, known to science as Easpeyeala
molesta, is believed to have been Introduced
from Japan. So far a* the department™ ento-
mologists know. It has not been found in
America other than In the District of Columbia
and In the adjoining territory In Maryland and
Virginia. The specialists are desirous of know-
ing if the insect has attacked peach, plum or
cherry trees elsewhere In the United States.

The presence of tho insect can best be deter-
mined in most care* by the nature of its in-
jury to peach trees. It bore* into practically
every tender twig and cause* new shoot* to
push out from lateral buds. These are attacked
in turn, the abnormal stimulation of lateral
growth producing a much branched and bushy
plant. A copious flow of gum from the twig
ends often follows’the attacks of the cater-
pillars.

Tn attacking fruit the young caterpillars gen-
erally eat through the skin at or near the point
of attachment of th# fruit stem. The larva, as
it grow*, makes Us way to th# pit, where It
teeds on the flesh, which soon becomes much
discolored and more or less slimy. Lervee en-
tering at the side of the fruit are more likely
to eat out pockets or cavities in the flesh. The
full grown caterpillar spins a whitish silk co-
coon In which to pupate. Moths emerge tn the
epring for egg laying by the time the shoots
are well out.

The bureau of entomology. United States de
partment of agriculture, especially requests
owners of peach or other fruit trees to report
the presence of this new pest In their orchards.
Specimens of twigs may be mailed wrapped in
paper or, preferably, in a suitable box.

The War’s Toll
[Chicago Tribune]

The war haa cost humanity something like
17,000,060 dead and wounded of all categorlea
two-thirds of the wounded recovering, it must
be remembered. All the same, there are 5,000,000
dead and 4,000.000 incapable of earning their
living as a result of the twenty-nine months
of war.

Maybe She’s Not Inconsistent

[Toledo Blade]
One moment a married woman will declare

men are all alike and In the next breath
name one who. tn her opinion, ought to b?
hanged.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

No Name—Please give me the pronunciation
of Allah."—Ahl-ah, accent on the first sylla-
ble.

A. B. W -What wa* the armament of th#
Monitor, which defeated the Merrimac*—Two
eleven-inch guns, throwing 180-pound shot.

J. F.—Is there any state or territory where
marriage license is not required?—No license
is required in Alaska. California or New Mex-
ico.

B. F.,, Fowler—Can you tell me if Catherine
Winter*, of Newcastle. Ind., has ever been
found?—She wa* never found and the case has
not been mentioned for some time.

Jj- j- p.-Ha* the name Nevada any particu-
lar meaning or significance?—It is from a
Spanish word meaning a heavy fall of snow.
The great range of mountains traversing that

was called Sierra Nevada, snow-ciad
range.

J F b —If a collector tries to collect money
on Sunday, is not the bill paid according to
law’-The action of the collector does not
affect the bill. <? How can | get "free
seed*” "—By writing to your member of con-
gresa

B A U—Was there more than one General
Wallace In our war with Mexico?—There were
two Wallaces, then young men who became
xenersls long afterward in the civil war, viz.:
Lew Wallace, of Indiana, and William H. L.
Wallace- of Ohio. Th® latter was killed in the
battle of Shiloh.

W. W. B.—Why are mansard roof* so called?
—They get their name from a French archi-
tect of the seventeenth century. Franco!* Man-
sart He did not invent them, as they had
fallen Into disuse, but he revived them. The
name ha* been anglicized from mansart to
mansard.

Y h tV.—Why was New York city ever
called New Amsterdam, and when wa* the
name changed’-The city was first settled by
the Dutch in 1625, three years after the land-
ing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth Rock, and
they called it New Amsterdam, after the old
city in Holland. In 1664 it was conquered by
the English and the name changed to New
York, in honor of th# duke of York, afi#r»q|d
King James IX.

M —Kindly give the origin of the quotation.
"Look on St. Christopher then go thy way.
Who wa* St. Christopher>—Th* name Chris-
topher is from the ancient Greek Christo.
Christ, and phoros. one who bears or carries.
Saint Christopher was a Christian martyr,
who must have lived in the time of Christ s
Infancy. According to legend he made a vow
to serve only the mightiest, so he entered the
service of the emperor. When he saw the em-
peror cross himself for fear of the devil, he
entered the service of th# devil as one greater
than the emperor, and when he discovered that
the devil was afraid of the cross he left his
service for that of Christ. His employment
was carrying pilgrims across a certain stream
and one day it became hi* duty to carry a
small child across. According to legend th#
child proved so much heavier than any grown
person he had ever carried, that he was al-
most overcome and expressed astonishment.
Then, according to’ th# legend, the child aaid:
"Marvel not, for thou ha*t born* the world
and its slna.” According to th* I*g*nd th#
child was Jenus and from that he who had
borne Him aero®# the stream was called
Christo-phoros, rhrist-bearer, anglicised Chris-
topher. Shortly afterward he died and later
was made a saint. He is the patron mint
of mariners and co-operates with St. Nicholas
in keeping them from harm and bringing them
happiness. An old rhyming list of the saint*
says:

St. Gregory look* to little boys to teach them

a, b. ¢,

And make* them for to lov# their books, and
scholars good to be

St. Nicholas keeps the mariner* from dangers

and disease

That beaten are with boisterous wave*,
toas’d. In dreadful seas, }

Great Christopher, that painted Is with body
big and tall.

Doth even the same, who doth preserv® and
keep his servant* all

From fearful terrors of the night, and makes
them well to rest o . i

By whom the% also all their live* with divers
Joys are blest.

and

From this It appears that St. Christopher
haa a distinct place in salnto'ogy, but we
ba\*fe not been able to locate the quotation,
“Look on St. Christopher, thee go thy way.”

To One Who Is Blind

I Mid | h*d forgotten her.
That | h*4 put ewgy
Our merrorle* of Faradla*
Until th* Judgment day;

That never mor* th* laughing earth
Should se® us hand in "hand.

That | lon* elnce had shut th* door
Of the old fairyland.

Then on a sudden cam* strange new*
Lpon Mip wind.
Mé lov# of tho*e sweet year* age
reat Ood—my love was blind!

| aald—the news must be a 11%
Cruel a* are the year*.

They could not be so merciless
To such great eyea as hers.

O little child of long ago,
God grant tha news untrue!

Except for on# strong selfish thought—
That | may com* to you.

And sit beside you in th# dark,
And, as in Paradise

1 gave you all my breaking heart,
Now bring to you—my eyes.

—Richard LeOallise*.

Mendoza, Arrentina, ha* 73,000 people.
In Chili teaching haa attracted native
women.

New Jersey factories employ 232,000 op-
erative*.

A 3100,000 knitting mill
owned by negroes.

Since 1901, the Australian public debt
has Increased 130 per cant.

In Peru the woman who has to earn
her living 1* looked down upon.

Women of the Argentine republic are
beginning to enter th* business field.

Three breweries w*nt out of busineea in
St. Louis within thirty days last year.

One hundred and fifty aristocratic fam-
ilies of Spanish descent are said to gov-
ern Chili.

Vast supplies of cocoa have been smug-
gled into Germany by way of Hollsnd
and Belgium.

A new munitions factory in Canada ha*
a waiting list of 700 women who are anx-
ious to work.

Berkeley, Cal., proposes to hare a mu-
nicipal flour mill and baker?/ with which
to combat the high coat of living.

In the two year* of Its existence the
Panama-Callfornia international exposi-
tion was visited by almost 4,500,000 p«uple.

Land now above the sea level, 25.000,000
square miles, if uniformly spread over
the globe, would make a crust 600 feet
thick.

The world’s highest powered motorshtp
has been built in Italy for the Brazilian
navy, Us oil motors developing 6,400-horse
power.

Finland Is investigating conditions sur-
rounding the employment of women and
children in bobbin factories in Vlborg
and Lahtis.

Scotch tweed and hosiery manufactur-
ers have opened schools for the Russian
language, in order to do more business
with Russia.

The larger part of Mexico consists of
an elevated plateau, with mountains on
the east and west This plateau is of
volcanic origin.

Brushes that have a reservoir controlled
by a valve to feed polish to the bristles
have been Invented for polishing either
stove# or shoes.

One of the disastrous coal strikes of
Australia during 1915 hinged on th# de-
mand of the miners that the working
shift of eight hours b* counted from the
time the pit was entered until the surface
was again reached.

What is said to be the first flour mill
to be established in Florida ia now being
constructed at Jacksonville. The mill
will have a capacity of 760 barrels a day.
In addition to tlour, quantities of stock
feed will be turned out

From the hen’s viewpoint, water |Is
worth just as much as feed, for she can’t
make an egg with either on* alon*.
Therefore, the man who provides high-
priced feed, but neglect* th* water sup-
ply. is making a great mistake and will
n_a\ig to be contented with a limited egg
yield.

A permit for the building of a new
union station has Just been issued by
the Toronto city architect, and is the
largest building ever approved by that
department. The total cost of the struc-
ture will be 33,400,000, and work on the
main building and east wing will proceed
at once.

In order to demonstrate the practicability
of the wireless system for th* transmis-
sion of the human voice, a general invita-
tion was sent out to all amateur wireless
telegraph operators in hearing distance of
the DeForest laboratories, at Highbrtdge,
N. Y., to listen to a nightly program of
music and news bulletins sent out from
the laboratories.

It is not an easy matter to keep a mod-
em steamship on a straight course. Th*
helmsman steers by the compass, and'
while a single degree of deviation ap-
pears very small on the compass card. It
would, if continued, carry a fast steam-
ship four miles out of her course in a
single day’s run. Yet the compass gives
tho course more accurately than the ship
can be steered. Owing to the deflecting
power of the waves and the rolling of
the ship, the course is continually shifted
a little this way and that despite the
helm.

Guatemala is buying all of the print
paper needed to supply four dally papers,
a number of weeklies' and several Job
printing establishments at this time fmm
the United States. During 1915 at least
6,000 reams of news paper, valued at fl«.-
00t United States gold, were brought in,
while paper of other classes to the value
of nearly 3131,000 was also imported. Of
this “other paper” the United, States fur-
nished 3102000 worth and Spain 129,0)0.
Before the European war the bulk of the
paper supply of Guatemala cam# from
Germany and a small quantity from Eng-
land.

When the sheriff court was removed
from Inveraray to Dunoon, there was
among the documents the proclamation
making Rob Roy an outlaw. The letter-
press is as black as when It left tho
pres* of the Kking'a printer, nearly 300
ears ago. The Indorsement is as fol-
ows: “Proclamation for the accusing a id
apprehending Robert Roy Campbell, aiiaa
McGregor, dated 10th March, 1719, 27th
March, J719—Published at the Merest
Crosa of Inveraray by John McPherson,
messenger, before these witnesses: James
Campbel, Provost there; Archibald Camp-
bel and Charles Stewart, writers there,
and divers others.”—Edinburgh Scotsman.

The erection of a 300-foot campanile at
the University of California, at Berkeley,
Cal., has been delayed by the lack of data
on this character of building. This proj-
ect has been under way for a long time,
and the unusual nature of the work re-
quired that the builders should study up
previous experiences of this kind and the
result was that designers and buiidem
were unable to find much that would bs
of value to them in the present cafe.
The campanile has been completed at laut,
and it Is thoucf(h to be proof against
earthquake shock. It is of steel and reLi-,
forced concrete, with a facing of granite.
It is 303 feet high and thirty-four feat
wide at the base.

The first attempt to found an Afri> an
settlement for liberated slaves was made
130 year ago when Slerre Leone op the
west coast of Africa, was organized for
that purpose. Dr. Smeathman was the
author of the scheme, and Captan
Thompson, in 1786 purchased the torritoi y
from King Tom, of the Timmanehs aid
commenced the settlement with 400 ne-
groes and sixty Europeans. The hostil-
ity of th# natives and the shlftleasneaa of
the black colonists resulted in the fallur*
of the first attempt In 1791 tho survivors
were collected and a new settlement wa#
started, with a colony of 1200 negroes
from Nova Scotia and the Bahamas. The
American negroes were much more suc-
cessful, and Sierra Leone is now a pros-
perous colony. In 1822 a similar colory
was established to the south of Sierra
Leone, and it became the refuge for freed
blacks of th* United States, a* Slerr*
Leone had been for those of British pos-
sessions. The American colony became
the Independent republic of Liberia la
1847.

In Florida U



